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Introduction to the Bayley-III Scales



Introduction to the Bayley Scales

• Individually administered scale
• Ages: 1-42 months of age
• Most widely used instrument to assess 

infant and toddler development
• Identify children with developmental 

delay 
• Provide information for intervention 

planning
• Promote understanding of child’s 

strengths and weaknesses



Introduction to the Bayley Scales

• First years of life: foundation
for later development
• Early intervention

Preschooler
3-4yr



What are NOT the Bayley-III Scales

• Diagnosis instrument
• Bad performance on fine motor subtest does not diagnose a 

child’s motor delay
• It indicates the child must be referred to occupational or 

physical assessment for more evaluation
• Does not predict intelligence
• Does not predict academic achievement



Structure and description



Structure and Description

Child assessment by a 
professional

Questionnaire
Assessment completed by

caregiver
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Fine motor skills

Structure and Description



Social-emotional

Communication

Functional pre-academics

Self-direction

Leisure

Social

Community use

Health and safety

Home living

Self-care

Motor

Practical

Social

Conceptual

General Adaptive
Composite (GAC)

A
da

pt
iv
e
be

ha
vi
or

Structure and Description



• Mental processing and thinking
• Sensoriomotor development
• Exploration and manipulation
• Object relatedness
• Concept formation
• Memory

Structure and Description

Cognitive scale (91 Items)



Receptive communication (49 items): receiving and 
understanding what others say
• Preverbal behaviors
• Vocabulary development: identify objects and pictures
• Vocabulary related to morphological development: pronouns 

and prepositions
• Understanding morphological markers: plural, tense markings, 

possessive
• Children social referencing and verbal communication

Structure and Description

Language scales



Expressive communication (48 items): talking to others
• Preverbal communication: babbling, gesturing, joint 

referencing, turn taking
• Vocabulary development: naming objects, pictures and 

attributes
• Morpho-syntactic development: two-word phrases, plurals, 

verb tense

Structure and Description

Language scales



Fine motor (66 items): small muscle
• Prehension
• Perceptual-motor integration
• Motor planning
• Motor speed
• Skills: functional hand skills, visual 

tracking, reaching, object 
manipulation and grasping

Structure and Description

Motor scales



Gross motor (72 items): large muscles
• Movements of the limbs and torso
• Static positioning: sitting, standing, 

etc.
• Dynamic movement: locomotion and 

coordination
• Balance
• Motor planning

Structure and Description

Motor scales



• Acquisition of social and emotional milestones
• Functional emotional skills
• Communication of needs
• Engaging with others and establishing relationships
• Using emotions in an interactive and purposeful manner
• Emotional signals or gestures to solve problems

Structure and Description
Social-emotional scale

Greenspan social-emotional growth chart: screening 
questionnaire for infants and Young children



• Adaptive skills functioning and daily functioning skills
• Participation in their own self-care

Structure and Description
Adaptive behavior scale

Adaptive Behavior Assessment System (ABAS)-II)



Applications



Application

• Quantitative and qualitative information
• Multidisciplinary and arena assessment
• Applied separately
• Track chart of progress
• Detailed normative data for rapid development periods
• Caregiver involvement
• Physically and/or language impairment
• Special group studies
• Research



General Administration Guidelines



• <12 mo -> 50 minutes
• >13 mo -> 90 minutes
• Breaks and snacks if needed
• Variation factors

Administration time



Record form



Calculate age and start point

Adjusting for prematurity
1. Calculate months and days born prematurily, and register (expected date of birth-actual 

date of birth)
2. Subtract the adjustment for prematurity from the child’s age



Reversal and discontinue rules

Example: 12 mo baby, starts at letter I, ítem 35

• Score 1 on the 3 items according to age, if 
not, go back to the start point of previous 
age

• Ceiling-> 5 consecutive 0 points scores



• Some ítems require timing
• Let children finish to avoid frustration

Timing



• Some items require multiple responses from the child
• Check all correct answers
• Make sure to review the responses criteria

Multiple responses



• Some items require left and right side 
administration
• Check criteria for scoring 1 according to 

development

Left and right administration



• Some items provide a training exercise in order to familiarize the 
child to the task
• Provide feedback after the child’s response
• Do not punish incorrect answer on training item

• Other items model the expected response (eg. Puzzles)

Training items



• Some items can be assessed in more than one trial
• Provides opportunity to practice unfamiliar tasks

Trials



• Several items have the same 
instructions but vary on the level 
of performance to meet scoring 
criteria
• Items in a series can be evaluated 

consecutively, even if they don’t 
follow the record form order
• Do not score series items 

previous to the age start point
• If one series item is scored 0, the 

following will receive the same 
scoring

Series items



Positioning
Level supine Elevated supine Cradled



Positioning
Supported sitting Seated Floor sitting

Social sitting



Positioning

Prone

StandingSupported
at shoulder

Upright



Questionnaires

Social-emotional scale
• Begin on item 1 and end 

on age-appropriate stop 
point



Questionnaires

Adaptive behavior scale
• It has to be completed

in it’s entirety, except
for the Functional pre-
academic, Home
living and Community
use for newborns to
11 months old
• No more than 3

guessing factors



General Scoring Guidelines



Scoring guidelines
Incidental observations

• Verbal  and social 
behaviors towards 
caregivers can provide 
incidental observations of 
an item
• Only consider if actually 

observed
• Also, an item can be 

observed whilst performing 
another item (pointing)

Multiple responses
• Consider self-corrected 

answers
• For timed items, consider 

answers given within the 
time limit
• If multiple answers are 

given and it is not clear the 
intended one, ask the child



Types of scores
• Raw scores: sum of items scored 1 

and previous items before them.

• Scaled scores: derived from raw 
items. Range 1-19, M=10, SD=3. 
Table A1.

• Composite scores: sum of subtest scaled scores (language, motor and 
adaptive behavior) equivalent composite scores are available for cognitive 
and social-emotional. Range 40-160, M=100, SD=15

• Percentile: standing of child relative to others in the standardization 
sample. Range 1-99, M=50

• Developmental age equivalent: average age in months at which given total 
score is typical

• Growth scores: plot the child’s growth over time for each subtest. Range 
200-800, M=500, SD=100



Materials



Materials



Assessment examples

2:25

Cognitive : ítem
68, Matches 3 
colors
Expressive 
communication: 
ítem 41, names 4 
colors

Cognitive : 
Item 23-> plays with string.
Item 29-> Pulls ring 
adaptively
Item 43-> Clear box: front
Item 44-> squeezes duck
Fine motor: item 19 transfers 
ring

CarolinaMarino
Sticky Note
Copy the link to watch videohttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nx3YRPI2GoI

CarolinaMarino
Sticky Note
Copy the link to watch video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_njdDWG8AuY&list=PLehxAo9MOJ05wcggw1KUQpj1z4MUy8FQ4&index=4



Assessment examples

CarolinaMarino
Sticky Note
Copy link to watch video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQUtqsFYOxI

CarolinaMarino
Sticky Note
Copy the link to watch video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sauXDIV6g9k



Assessment examples



Caregiver report

• Personal information
• Description of the scale
• Normative data
• Results
• Interpretation
• Below average
• Average
• Above average



-Scaled scores
-Developmental age 
equivalents

Caregiver report



Caregiver report: Parent-child activities

Early cognitive skills

Cognitive Skills development
Knowing concepts



Caregiver report: Parent-child activities
Cognitive Skills development

Developing critical thinking skillsBuilding memory skills



Caregiver report: Parent-child activities
Language skill development

Two to four yearsBirth to two years

Accentuate
Imitate
Use gestures
Animal sounds
Point and name

-Play naming objects
-Repeat and expand 
child’s phrases
-Give them choices
-Songs and rhymes
-Read books and 
makeup stories



Caregiver report: Parent-child activities
Motor skill development

Fine motor skills Gross motor skills




